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opposed vo t e n o . Reco r d , Mr . Cl e r k .

CLERK: 3 aye s , 1 6 nays, Mr. President. on ad option of the
committee amendments.

SENATOR LAMB: The comm ittee amendments are n ot ado pted.
Senator Hall, to address the bill.

SENATOR HALL: Mr . President and members, LB 716 is my priority
bill from last year and has spent three-quarters of this session
at the head of the General File list. I have not addressed the
issue yet this year because I introduced LB 1098 which is a bill
that I brought b ack to the body after an ad hoc committee met
over the summer that dealt with the issue of the petition laws.
LB 716 was a comp rehensive look at the petition laws and how
they affected the petition referendum process in th e Stat e of
Nebraska. It opened up all the options. It looked at the issue
of paying ci rculators. It looked at the issue of using driver' s
license r ecords f or de te rmining wh ether or not someone could
sign a petition, based on the i ssue of electors being those
eligible in the Constitution o f this sta te. We ha v e just
passed, two days ago, LR 248CA, which would change the provision
for el ectors i n our Constitution to registe red voters.
Forty-three of us supported that and three people opposed it. I
think they opposed the amendment that dealt with the issue of
the 17-year-olds able to vote in the primary, not the i ssue o f
registered vot ers being th ose w ho cou ld pa rt i cipate in the
petition referendum process. What I did over th e sum mer was,
through the auspices of the League of Women Voters, is sit down
with a group of people, Senator Rupp's office, who wa s t h en
Chairman o f the Government, Military and Veterans Af fairs
Committee; the League of Women Voters; Allen Beermann's o f fice,
the Secretary of State; Ed Jaksha, who is vitally interested in
t he petition process; Dr. Dick Shugrue from th e Creighton La w
School; Steve Wiitala, who was the then Douglas County Election
Commissioner, and myse lf and George Ki lpatrick, Commi t ee
Counsel for me . But the group discussed the issues that were
raised by LB 716 and we looked at those things that needed to be
addressed, those areas in the petition laws that n e e ded to be
corrected and that all side s agreed o n were a problem that
hampered the petit ion proc ess and that needed some
clarification. That was introduced t h rough the Government,
M ilitary and Veterans Affairs Committee as LB 1098 t his yea r
There was a public hearing on the bill. There were committee
amendments that were discussed. LB 1098 was not advanced to the
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